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EDITORIAL

The Brangus Brand needs to run alongside the genetic 

value of such a wonderful breed of cattle.  Every cow in this 

incredible breed that has survived for her owner under some 

of the worst drought conditions ever seen in South Africa 

deserves the praises that come her way. 

It is ironic that one of our proudest moments in Brangus 

that of the World Congress comes in one of the most testing 

years seen in South African agriculture. I believe that the 

World congress and Brangus Torch of Hope will add value to 

the Brand; Brangus. 

This World Congress Edition will surely be a collector’s item 

and	hopefully	will	find	its	way	onto	the	shelves	of	our	Brangus	

friends new and old, across the globe. 

Dank	is	verskuldig	aan	al	die	skrywers	wat	ŉ	bydrae	gelewer	

het	asook	die	personeel	in	die	kantoor	wat	met	ongelooflike	

toewyding aan hierdie publikasie gewerk het. Mag die 

uitgawe	van	2016	met	trots	ŉ	plek	in	die	kantoor	of	die	bakkie	

kry. 

Para nuestros amigos españoles Brangus, confió 
en que se encuentra esta maravillosa un poco de 
lectura Ganado. Deseamos invitarle a la familia del 
Sur de África Brangus. 

L E T  T H E R E  B E  L I G H T

To embrace true Brangus Passion in the year of our World congress is not only 
truly exhausting but can be classed as history in the making. The responsibility 
of hosting Brangus breeders from around the world in South Africa becomes an 
opportunity of a lifetime.

JOHN RAFFERTY | BREED DIRECTOR 
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VRUGBAAR  •  BETROUBAAR  •  AANPASBAAR

KUDDE MET DIE BESTE INTERKALF PERIODE IN 2014

John Burgers  • 0763376218 • john@victorybrangus.co.za

Wakkerstroom, Mpumalanga

BROTHERS
BROTHERS



We are mindful of the 
enormous privilege to 
be custodians watching 

over	 and	 caring	 for	 this	 magnificent	
Breed. Lyndon B. Johnson, the 36th 
President of the United States of 
America once said: “If we succeed, 
it will not be because of what we 
have, but it will be because of 
what we are; not because of what 
we own, but, rather because of 
what we believe” We are Christians 

and believe in the Almighty God who 
through His grace and mercy will 
always be at our side and though we 
are experiencing the worst drought in 
the last 111 years we stand steadfastly 
in our faith… the Lord will provide.

The past year was very challenging 
and although we cherish fond 
memories, we also endured some sad 
moments.	 Throughout	 these	 difficult	
and trying times we witnessed the 
caring and loving character of all our 
members. We are custodians not only 
for the breed but also for obeying 
our covenant to care and love our 
neighbor.

The Brangus SA family excelled and 
has come a long way, to be exact 
we are now entering 53 years in our 
beloved Country. Brangus has truly 
excelled during the past year and 
besides very good performances 
at local sales, the annual sale in 
Harrismith was indeed the pinnacle 
for the breed. Our breeders presented 
well-conditioned cattle and the buyers 
did not disappoint by paying record 
prices for both male and female 
cattle.	 For	 the	first	 time	ever	 the	half	
a million rand mark was achieved for 
a Brangus bull and almost a quarter 
of a million rand was paid for a cow 
and	 calf.	 This	 defines	 the	 Brangus	
breeders, this is who we are, we will 
continuously strive to improve and 
breed cattle of the highest quality. I 
also wish to congratulate the breeders 
who received special accolades at 
the annual Stockman School; it is 
indeed a major achievement. I salute 
all the Brangus breeders for their 
commitment to the development of 
the breed.

Brangus is currently in the planning 
phase to embark on a Genomics 
project that we believe will enhance 
the genetic value of the breed in 
South Africa. The project planning 
is at an advanced stage with various 
breeders keen to participate. The 
Genomic project ties in with our 
vision of continuous improvement of 
the breed in South Africa and in this 
regard we anticipate much assistance 
from our Brangus friends in the USA.

Our strength lies in our regional clubs 
and in this regard I wish to congratulate 
all the members who actively 
participated in the organization and 
executing of planned actions. The 
current expansion of the breed is 
due to the active participation of all 
members at regional level. I salute 
the chairmen of the various clubs for 
their loyal and dedicated service to 
the breed.

My appreciation also extends to 
Council	 and	 specifically	 to	 the	 new	
council members who were elected 
during the AGM. Your dedication to the 
Breed is well known and appreciated. 
It is such an honour to lead these 
competent council members. Harry 
S Truman once said: “It is amazing 
what you can accomplice if you do 
not care who gets the credit”. This 
quote	 is	 indeed	 a	 true	 reflection	 of	
our council members. Council relies 
to a large extend on the support, 
effectiveness	 and	 discipline	 of	 the	
Brangus	 Office	 and	 in	 this	 regard	 I	
wish	to	congratulate	John	and	his	staff	
for their splendid service to Council 
and to all our members. Brangus SA is 
financially	healthy	and	credit	must	go	
to the faithful members and sound 
administrative disciplines of the 
Office.

Brangus SA has the 
honor to host the 
World Congress 
in May 2016. In 
combination 
with the 
World

Congress Brangus SA will embark on 
a pre-congress tour throughout the 
country to promote the breed and at 
the same time to declare hope to all. 
The project is known as the “Torch of 
Hope” and will span 53 days covering 
most of the country. Hundreds of 
participants will carry the Torch 
throughout the period with special 
events and workshops organized at 
selected places. The “Torch of Hope” 
will end at the planned destination 
which is the World Congress at Black 
Mountain Leisure and Conference 
Hotel in the Free State. An invitation 
has been extended to our Brangus 
friends from abroad to participate 
in this wonderful project. Much 
appreciation must go to all who are 
actively involved in the planning of the 
World Congress. Your dedication to 
ensure the success of this historical 
event for Brangus SA is lauded.

On behalf of Council I thank you

           FROM THE DESK OF      
    THE PRESIDENT

 SIAS BOOYSEN
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IMPORTANT 
DATES

BELANGRIKE 
DATUMS
MEI
09-12 8ste Brangus Wêreld Kongres
17-20 NAMPO
25 Sentrale Brangus Klub Expo - Parys
26 Sentrale Brangus Klub Veiling - Parys

   
JUNIE
01 Mpumalanga Klub Veiling - Ermelo
24 AJV Punte Sluit

   
JULIE
15 KZN Brangus Klub Veiling - Mooirivier
22 Greens Red Brangus Produksie Veiling- Winterton
27 Bul Veiling - Ermelo
29 Bastion Veiling 

   
AUGUSTUS
04 Harmony Brangus Veiling - Ladysmith
08-11  Brangus Nasionale Veiling Week - Harrismith
08 Aankoms van Diere | Verkopers Braai
09 Keuring van Diere | Skou van Vroulike Diere | 
 Raadsvergadering
10 Skou van Bulle | AJV | Dinee
11 National Sale, 11:00, La La Nathi, Harrismith
18 Keeversfontein Brangus 16de Produksie Veiling - 
 Ladysmith
19 Fairbridge Brangus Produksie Veiling - Maclear
25 Middeldale Veiling

   
SEPTEMBER
01 Veld-bul Veiling - Vrede
09 Oos Kaap Klub Veiling - Tarkastad
16 Genelink Veiling - Bloemfontein Skougronde
13-17 Mega Week
21 Select Brangus Telers Veiling - Senekal
22 T+ Brangus Boeredag - Aliwal Noord
28 Malherbe Roberts Produksie Veiling - Hertzogville

   
OKTOBER
06-07  KZN Beginners Kursus
12 T+ Brangus 2de Produksie Veiling - Aliwal-Noord
19 Le Roc Brangus Produksie Veiling - Tweespruit

   
DESEMBER
Kantoor Sluit 15 Desember 2016 - 09 Januarie 2017 

MAY
09-12  8th Brangus World Congress
17-20 NAMPO
25 Central Brangus Club Expo - Parys
26 Central Brangus Club Sale - Parys

   
JUNE
01 Mpumalanga Club Sale - Ermelo 
24 AGM Points Close

   
JULY
15 KZN Brangus Club Sale - Mooirivier
22 Greens Red Brangus Production Sale - Winterton
27 Bull Sale - Ermelo
29 Bastion Sale

   
AUGUST
04 Harmony Brangus Sale - Ladysmith
08-11  Brangus National Sale Week - Harrismith
08 Arrival of Animals | Sellers Function
09 Animal Inspection | Female Show | 
 Council Meeting
10 Bull Show | AGM | Formal Dinner
11 National Sale, 11:00, La La Nathi, Harrismith
18 Keeversfontein Brangus 16th Production Sale - 
 Ladysmith
19 Fairbridge Brangus Production Sale - Maclear
25 Middeldale Sale

   
SEPTEMBER
01 Veldbull Sale - Vrede
09 Eastern Cape Club Sale - Tarkastad
16 Genelink Sale - Bloemfontein Showgrounds
13-17 Mega Week
21 Select Brangus Breeders Sale - Senekal
22 T+ Farmersday - Aliwal-North
28 Malherbe Roberts Production Sale - Hertzogville

   
OCTOBER
06-07  KZN Beginners Course
12 T+ Production Production Sale - Aliwal-North
19 Le Roc Brangus Production Sale - Tweespruit

   
DECEMBER 

Office Close 15 December 2016 - 09 January 2017
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RAAD COUNCIL
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1) PIETER SWART
BREED IMPROVEMENT

PO Box 252
Alexandra

Mpumalanga 2014
082 924 6036

pietbrangus@mweb.co.za

2) ALAN GREEN
MARKETING
PO Box 559

Ladysmith 3370
082 802 7005

carol@harmonyfarms.co.za

3) MORNAY VERSTER
FINANCE
Posbus 2
Tweespruit 9770
082 779 1454
lerocbrangus@gmail.com

4) JOHN RAFFERTY
BREED DIRECTOR

PO Box 12465
Brandhof 9324

082 828 8118
john@brangus.org.za

5) LEWELLYN KING
BREED EXPANSION

Po Box 136
Tarkastad 5370

072 729 0783
lewellyn_k@hotmail.com

6) JOHAN BUYS
EXHIBITIONS
Po Box 3377
Ladysmith 3370
083 303 4095
johanbuys01@gmail.com

7) SIAS BOOYSEN
PRESIDENT

Po Box 438
Rothdene 1964

082 551 1054
siasb@lantic.net

8) GEORGE GIBBENS
ADMIN & LEGAL

Posbus 1946
Potchefstroom 2520

082 854 7665
george@ggbb.co.za

9) HELGARD TRUTER
PRODUCTION SALES
Boonstra str. 11
Universitas
Bloemfontein 9301
082 459 6927
htruter@ofa.bz

10) RIAN VAN WYK
VISE PRESIDENT
Breed Expansion

Posbus 1089
Ermelo 2350
083 645 4434

rian@jagtdriftbrangus.co.za
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T H E B I G F I V E: African 

lion, African elephant, Cape 

buffalo, African leopard, 

and White/Black rhinoceros. 

The term big “Big Five” was 

coined by big-game hunters 

and refers to the five most 

difficult animals in Africa to 

hunt on foot.
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A review of the development of the Brangus 
breed internationally would take us back 
beyond the founding of the American 

Brangus Breeders Association in 1949; however 
for us in South Africa it all started in 1963 
when Mr Raymond Green started farming with 
Brangus. 

Raymond Jesse Green was born in 1925, the youngest child 

and only son of Albert, a pioneer Natal farmer and his English 

wife Agnes. He completed his schooling in Ladysmith 

and then went on to graduate from the Cedara College of 

Agriculture. He then returned to the family farm, Middledale, 

from whence he began a most successful farming career 

in beef, dairy, pigs and maize. His company, Middledale 

Enterprises, operated on 35 000 acres, employed over 100 

workers and ran some 7 000 head of cattle. 

The Middledale Brangus Stud had its roots in the early 

sixties when Raymond, in partnership with his brother-in-

law, Alistair Tedder, purchased Dixon’s herd of pedigree 

Angus cows. Impressed by Brangus, a new American breed, 

they brought the first ¾ Brahman, ¼ Angus bull (P3) into 

the country and in 1963 South Africa’s original Brangus 

(3/8 Brahman, 5/8 Angus) calves were born. Added to this 

nucleus over the ensuing years were judicious purchases 

including some imported American Brangus heifers in 1976 

and superior cattle drafted in from the commercial herd. 

Mr Green was a founder member and stalwart of the South 

African Brangus Club which fought for many years for the 

recognition of the Brangus breed. In 1990 the Brangus 

Breed Society presented him with their shield in recognition 

of his outstanding contribution towards the establishment 

of the breed in this country. In a farming career spanning 

over half a century the accolades have been many.

In August 2010 Mr Green became the first Life Member 

of the Brangus Cattle Breeders Society and was awarded 

Honorary President’s Award. Mr Green sadly passed away 

on the 15th December 2012.

The Brangus breed in South Africa has gone from strength to 

strength over the years. Registered cattle numbers increased 

from 12 117 (2007) to 38 000 (2016) and membership has 

grown to from 54 (2005) to 172 (2016). Due to improved 

marketing, technological improvements and building-up 

of breed standards the Society has maintained a steady 

long-term growth path. The breed has also expanded into 

Botswana, Mozambique, Malawi and into new areas in 

South Africa (Western Cape, North West and the Limpopo 

provinces).The Brangus breed is now well established in 

Free State, KwaZulu Natal Mpumalanga, Eastern Cape, 

Northern Provinces and Namibia with good growth in cattle 

numbers and breeders. 

THE HISTORY OF 
BRANGUS IN 
SOUTH AFRICA
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The very first Brangus Inspection

On arrival we went straight to the cattle. A picture since then 

engraved on my mind! Hundreds of Red Brangus cows and 

calves peaceful in green pastures, even the Prairie Dogs 

were content. I was so impressed, that, with the permission 

of our host, I spent the rest of the morning there with the 

cattle! I could visit many Feedlots in the future. But there, my 

dream for Brangus became a challenge.

Later that year, Harry Roberts and I were invited to a Farmers 

Day at the University of the Free State (UOFS) at their 

Experimental Farm. There we had the pleasure of meeting 

prof.  Jan Bonsma, father of the Bonsmara, with his profound 

knowledge of cattle. Harry, (who had just started farming) 

and I asked him which breed to pursue, Bonsmara or 

Brangus. His reply was- "If you quote me, I will call you liars, 

but yes, Brangus!" My immediate question was -"Why?" and 

his answer was; "Because Brangus is a two-way cross”. It is 

so much easier noting when one breed starts to dominate, 

to rectify by using a bull of the opposite breed."   I asked him 

about the pitfalls which we should be on the lookout for and 

he warned about their temperament. I recalled a warning 

from an American - "Look out, they can be wildfire!"

My brother, John, and I bought our first registered Red 

Brahman bull, namely, Rooiland (after looking into his 

parents) from Mr Frankie Aveling at a sale in Harrismith. 

We wanted to breed a 3/4 Brahman bull to cross with our 

stud Angus cattle to attain 3/8 x 5/8 Brangus. In my case, to 

breed Red Brangus from Black Angus was no easy task. The 

result was all colours except green!! 

For us, the first sale at Harrismith was very disappointing. 

Silence on the way home.  As usual, we had to stop, have 

a little braai and a beer and like most men around a fire we 

started to reminisce. The feeling was negative. The following 

year, the buyers were back at the sale! Wow, the results 

were more positive. The buyers were satisfied and that was 

encouraging.

THE EARLY 
DAYS OF  
BRANGUS

As I think back over the years of 
Brangus, a trip to America by 5 of us, 
Callie Schlebush, Dawid de Villiers 

(both deceased), Cedric and James Roberts 
and myself, immediately comes to mind. The 
purpose of the trip was to buy Red Angus at a 
sale of Dr Fulton Greer, Franklin, Tennessee 
and visit another sale at the Western 
Stockyard, Denver, Colorado. After the sale 
we were invited to a Red Brangus farm and 
Feedlot not far from Denver.

BY CHOPPIE ROBERTS: 
PRESIDENT BRANGUS SA 1986
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The 

onus 

was 

now on 

the breeders 

more than ever, 

importing was not 

possible as Brangus 

was not yet recognised 

as a breed. The struggle 

continued. The Studbook 

Association wanted quantity where 

we, as breeders, aimed at quality. 

During a schools rugby tour with our son, we 

had an overnight stay with a fellow farmer and 

his wife near Jamestown. Naturally farming was the 

main point of discussion. He mentioned, as a member 

of Studbook, his sympathy lay with the Brangus breeders, 

struggling, month by month, with submissions, by our 

secretary Mr Piet du Plessis for recognition as a developing 

breed. I, then chairman of Brangus Society, mentioned 

that I had a friend there pleading our case.  After revealing 

the name of my supposed friend, I was surprised and 

disappointed to find him to be the bee in the bonnet, trying 

to protect his own breed. 

During 1986 the problem could be addressed.  Our 

dream became reality when Brangus was acknowledged 

as a developing breed by the Registrar of Livestock 

Improvement and the South African Studbook Association. 

Full recognition was achieved in 1990.

The foundation for Brangus was there. The road was open 

for the approximately 55 enthusiastic breeders to go ahead. 

The future lies in the quality of the progeny.

The Brangus dream was not just hard work and 

perseverance….. No! It brought with it the opportunity to make 

new friends, visit new places, increase our knowledge and 

have many more braais along the way, watching and living a 

dream come true. Many moons later, not just surviving, but 

going from strength to strength, a proud inheritance for our 

children.

Today, I feel honoured to have been one of the pioneers 

on this Brangus journey. With thanks and recognition 

to our Heavenly Father and those who helped with the 

development of this breed in South Africa. 

“BREEDING THE BEST IS ALWAYS BETTER˝

CHOPPY ROBERTS | NEWACE BRANGUS 

The very first Brangus Inspection
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Joël Herholdt 
Uitvoerende Bestuurder:
Bemarking en Verkope 
0827714036 
herholdtj@tsb.co.za 
Malelane

Debbie Dick 
Nasionale Verkoopsbestuurder Perde
0767555164 
Debbie.D@rcf.co.za 
Pietermaritzburg

OOSSTREEK
Willem Volschenk 
Senior Kliëntbestuurder 
0824141886 
volschenkw@tsb.co.za 
Middelburg MP

Michael Lloyd 
Sleutelrekening Bestuurder 
0827743557 
Michael.Lloyd@rcf.co.za 
Pietermaritzburg

Sipho Mvuyana
Nuwe Besigheid Bestuurder 
0713134269 
Sipho.Mvuyana@rcf.co.za 
Pietermaritzburg

Gawie Bester 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0794922244 
besterg@tsb.co.za 
Newcastle

Shaun Miles 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827793197 
miless@tsb.co.za 
Kokstad

CP de Vos 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0824158239 
dvoscp@tsb.co.za 
Standerton

Enlin Neveling 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0828205858 
nevelinge@tsb.co.za 
Ermelo

Espee Olivier 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827714035 
oliviere@tsb.co.za 
Vryheid

Chris van der Merwe 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0828261058 
volschenkw@tsb.co.za 
Lydenburg

Walter Hildebrandt 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0849108489 
Walter.Hildebrandt@rcf.co.za 
Pietermaritzburg

Neale White 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0713020706 
whiten@tsb.co.za 
Bergville

WESSTREEK
Henk van der Westhuizen 
Senior Kliëntbestuurder 
0827714031 
vdWesthuizenH@tsb.co.za 
Bloemhof

Koos van Rensburg 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827813825 
VRensburgK@tsb.co.za 
Klerksdorp

Willie Raath 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0828238201 
raathw@tsb.co.za 
Ventersdorp

Nardus van Wyk 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827759437 
vWykN@tsb.co.za 
Lichtenburg

Kudu van Aswegen 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0823769864 
vAswegenK@tsb.co.za 
Piet Plessis

Janneman Aucamp 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0823150916 
aucampj@tsb.co.za 
Schweizer Reneke

Paul van der Merwe 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0811294418 
paul@pdc.com.na 
Windhoek

Neels Muller 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0824675573 
mullern@tsb.co.za 
Hoopstad

Gerrit Naude 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827813827 
naudeg@tsb.co.za 
Upington

SUIDSTREEK
Gerhard van As 
Senior Kliëntbestuurder 
0827714037 
vasg@tsb.co.za 
George

Lucia Myburgh 
Sleutelrekening Bestuurder 
0836297843 
lucia.myburgh@rcf.co.za 
Worcester

Kobus Gerber 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0824524031 
gerberk@tsb.co.za
Riversdal

DW Giliomee 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827742579 
giliomeed@tsb.co.za 
Moreesburg

Hennie Slabbert 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0823366442 
slabberth@tsb.co.za 
Jeffreysbaai

George Traut 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827764890 
trautg@tsb.co.za 
Bredasdorp

Thinus Grobbelaar
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur
0763727027 
thinus.grobbelaar@rclfoods.com
Swellendam

Charl Vorster 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0848127378 
charlvorster1@gmail.com 
De Aar

Werne Kritzinger 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0845482882 
werne.kritzinger@rcf.co.za 
Somerset-Wes

SENTRAAL- EN NOORD-
OOS-KAAPSTREEK
Dev Olivier 
Senior Kliëntbestuurder 
0828502700 
olivierd@tsb.co.za
Kroonstad

Vakant
Sleutelrekening Bestuurder 
0828502700 
olivierd@tsb.co.za
Oos-Londen

Zet Wapi 
Nuwe Besigheid Bestuurder 
0716095043 
wapiz@tsb.co.za 
King William’s Town

Danie Fourie 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0824517573 
fouried@tsb.co.za 
Reitz

Gavie Gertenbach 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827738402 
gertenbachg@tsb.co.za 
Vrede

Arno Ferreira 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0828293887 
ferreiraa@tsb.co.za 
De Wetsdorp

Frikkie Nel 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827714033 
nelf@tsb.co.za 
Senekal

Gavin Norman 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0834430111 
Gavin.Norman@rcf.co.za 
Oos-Londen

James Goble 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0726158809 
James.Goble@rcf.co.za 
Alexandria

Peter Webster 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0832321249 
petewebster@telkomsa.net 
Queenstown

Stefan Cronje 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827714044 
cronjes@tsb.co.za 
Kroonstad

Louwtjie De Beer 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0823373634 
debeerl@tsb.co.za 
Aliwal-Noord

GAUTENG- EN 
LIMPOPOSTREEK 
Sakkie Luther 
Senior Kliëntbestuurder + Uitvoere 
0828069425 
sakkie.luther@rcf.co.za 
Hartebeespoortdam

Caitlin Oosthuizen 
Sleutelrekening Bestuurder 
0714015983 
caitlin.oosthuizen@rcf.co.za 
Pretoria

Pieter Smit 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0824675549 
smitp@tsb.co.za 
Middelburg MP

Leon Riekert 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0827714032 
riekertl@tsb.co.za 
Roetan

Pierre Marais 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0824134166 
marep@tsb.co.za 
Ellisras

Fanie Van Jaarsveld 
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0823255574 
fanie.vanjaarsveld@rcf.co.za 
Vivo

André Kilian
Tegniese Verkoopsadviseur 
0825520547 
andre.kilian@rcf.co.za 
Heidelberg/Gauteng

BEESVET 33+ NUWE TEGNOLOGIE ... BETER PRESTASIE!

RESULTAAT-GEDREWE 
Beesvet 33+ is ’n konsentraat wat met die laagste 
koste per kg die meeste vleis produseer! Dit is ’n 

spesifiek-geformuleerde proteïen-konsentraat wat lei 
tot ekonomiese vleisbeesafronding. Beesvet 33+ bevat 

’n groeibevorderaar wat voeromset en groei in jou 
beeste bevorder, asook voedingsteurnisse en koksidiose 
teenwerk om maksimum wins te verseker. Maak seker 
jou diere geniet hierdie seisoen Beesvet 33+ - jy sal 

die verskil síén en aan jou sak vóél!

Groei jou wins aansienlik met die 
tegnologie van Beesvet 33+

Skakel ons vir Kundige Diens!
Beesvet 33+ Reg. Nr. V17357 (Wet 36 van 1947)

TROTS SAAM
EPOL & MOLATEK

Vir meer inligting oor Molatek se spesifieke voere 
en dienste kontak ons: +27 (0)13 791-1036, 

molatek@tsb.co.za, www.molatek.co.za

A13294 Molatek Beesvet 33 Sales AFR 297x210 Brangus Journal.indd   1 2/3/16   9:03 AM
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South America is a vast area with as many 
natural resources as you can imagine. 
There are millions of acres suitable to 

stock livestock and grow crops because of the 
outstanding access to fertile soils and fresh 
water. There is still virgin land that is now 
being developed and more waiting, that will be 
developed for livestock and crops in the near 
future. South American herds are close 350 
million head and growing.

South America has some of the best environments for 
ranching, but also has some of the toughest environments 
in the world. Genetics of many breeds are tested 24-7-365, 
year after year, in all kinds of environments. Plus, farming 
(mainly soybeans) is pushing the whole beef industry 
deeper into the outback where the conditions get tougher 
and tougher for cow/calf operations. This is happening with 
the blink of an eye....

I’ve been in many of these environments talking to ranchers, 
technicians, owners and workers; building herds and 
observing cattle of many breeds, making some happen 
and some not, in countries like Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, 
Uruguay, Bolivia, Colombia, Mexico and others….      

There are places out there that reach over 113 degrees during 
summer months with high moisture where a human being 
would barely survive two days without access to fresh water. 
There are environments where it rains 80 inches in six 
months and other places that are semi-desert environments 
where it rains only 15 inches a year or less.

70% of South American territory is in the tropical or 
subtropical regions of the Continent.

On the other side is the demand. Final customers 
(consumers) world wide are ready for pay more for top 
quality cuts and quality beef. This is also happening in 
South America where packing plants are slowly showing 
a different interest for high quality steers and heifers to 
slaughter. This fact translates in new payment grids, lately, 
arranged between producers and industry where younger, 
heavier Bos Taurus (mainly Angus and Hereford) crossed 
cattle receive better prices than regular Bos Indicus cattle. 

There are a 
few breeds 
that can afford 
to produce 
top quality end 
products in an 
efficient way with 
our huge variety of 
year round grass fed, 
tough environments. 
The Brangus breed fits 
perfectly in this position 
in the industry and is the 
star of this movie. There 
are large combinations of 
landscapes, soil fertility, 
rainfall, temperature 
ranges and management 
system (95% on grass) and 
consequently, there are only 
a handful of breeds that can 
drive through the system. But, 
if you call for efficiency and a 
final top market product, Brangus is the answer.

Lately, there have been many discussions in several 
associations in South America regarding what percent of 
blood (of each original breed) should the perfect Brangus 
have to fit on all these different environments. 

There are fantastic characteristic of the Brangus breed. 
They can be raised and selected to where Brangus makes 
more sense to any breeder in any environment. It is very 
adaptable...It’s about selection!

Many white herds (Nelore) in central Brazil, Paraguay and 
Bolivia are being AI’d to Angus bulls and after AI season, 
Brangus Bulls play the action in the pastures. Since there is 
no chance that Angus bulls can survive in our subtropical 
and tropical environments, Brangus bulls make it happen for 
cattlemen.

A fact to consider, there is a large mass (millions) commercial 
Brangus half-bloods calves hitting the ground year after 
year. Some of them end up on the hook, but many of the 
females will be absorbed back to registered Brangus 
through Brangus semen and Brangus bulls again. South 

SOUTH AMERICAN 
PERSPECTIVE 

BRANGUS FROM A
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American associations have made crossing 
and registration plans (under an open herd book 

policy) to adsorb as many animals that come from 
the commercial half-bloods into their registries. “The 

new” Ultrablacks/Reds have a great opportunity to fit there. 
They can be the drivers for a massive “3/8” adapted Brangus 
production in one generation.

Now, there are some characteristics that subtropical and 
tropical South American leading producers will not sacrifice 
while selecting the source where from where their genetics 
will come from.

First of all, we need to talk about adaptation. Our 
environments are tough! Pure Nature rules... Ninety-five 
percent of cattlemen in this part of the world use pastures 
and hay (in some cases) and cattle are regularly exposed 
to long periods of high temperatures in high moisture 
environments or long periods of droughts. Livestock here 
has to have short, thin hair during at least eight months of 
the year and has to be able to shade very fast and easy at 
the beginning of the spring. Slick coats are highly desired. 
This is also helpful for the ectoparasites resistance. You 
name the insect... we have it! And, in large amounts...flies, 
mosquitos, ticks, screw worms, etc.

Since we run our cattle year round on medium to low quality 
grass pastures, the size of the cattle has to be just right. We 
can’t afford to run mama cows that go over 500 to 540 kgs. 
of body weight (fat). This “Size” (frame) makes it happen in 
most of the environments, to produce the heavy steer and 
heifer that the industry demands. But, above all, this size and 
kind of animal survives and produces when tough drought 
times come along. Large frame genetics have proven 
themselves not to work in our environments. Desirable 
frame scores of 5 to 5.3.

Distances, here, for the cattle to walk are long to very long. 
Any Brangus cow or bull on the range has to walk a lot 
searching for grass, water or cows to clean up, so the feet 
and leg soundness is crucial just for survival and long lasting 
in the pasture.

In our grass operations and tough environments (our cattle 
world), animals are on the range and have to survive by 
themselves, so issues regarding adaptation is what we look 
at first while selecting genetics.

Birth weights go in the same sack (adaptation). Since AI 
has been growing over a 100% in the past 10 years in many 
South American countries, mainly on heifers, low birth 
weights (61 - 66 pounds max.) ensures production on the 
ground for those first calf females. There is no chance for 
us to spend time and labor looking for cows or heifers with 
calving problems during calving season. 

After analyzing this important point, I would like to talk about 
what comes second, as a characteristic of the Brangus 
breed desired by the cattlemen on this side of the world. 
This is Fertility.
This trait drives the economics of a cow/calf operation. 

If you compare the fertility of the Brangus breed with the 
fertility of an average Nelore or Brahman base herd, there 
are big differences regarding this issue. Brangus cattle can 
produce three calves during same time the other breeds 
can produce only two calves. In a regular commercial ranch 
this means 20 percent more production. It makes a big 
economic difference. Our main tool for selecting genetics 
to ensure fertility is the scrotal circumference at the age of 

18 months on bulls. Programs that produce highly fertile 
bulls and successfully breed heifers at the age of 14 to 18 
months on grass with consistency are the ones that are 
more suitable for us for selecting genetics with high fertility 
gene component that will have positive impact on our herds.

 
GROWTH AND CARCASS QUALITY

The Brangus 3/8ths gives to cattlemen a great combination 
of additive genes for growth and heterosis. Additive 
genetics are originated from the base breeds and selected 
through generations after the first crosses. Then we also can 
take advantage from the growth originated from heterosis 
(which is always there but be can’t select from). So, again, 
like the traits analyzed before, the breed has enough growth 
to wean calves averaging 50%+ of the body weight of an 
average cow. 

As exposed in this article, the present and future of the 
South American beef industry is grass environments. And, 
as the crops put more pressure on our system of getting 
the best land spots, cattle are being pushed towards lower 
quality environments. Consequently, cattle now have to 
make it happen with less grass, less protein and less energy. 
Brangus cows are efficient, but the future for us will come 
from the genetics that can respond on grass having a lot 
of pressure from a not so friendly environment. We won’t 
be able to make it happen with high growth genetics that 
require higher inputs and end up with a high mature weight 
cow or steer. Our ideal animal would be the one that grows 
fast after the calf hits the ground and then stops a little bit 
over 500 kgs as it climbs into maturity.
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Slaughter plants are paying for breeds, and carcass weights. 
The most advanced packing plants in South America, like 
some in Uruguay, are starting to use technology to pay for 
cattle through a grid system based on realtime carcass data. 
As producers we know the near future is to produce high 
quality carcasses on grass and/or feed to reach top markets 
world wide. Since the new payment grids are yet to come in 
most of the markets here, there has not been much work 

or efforts in selecting for top cut yields or 
marbling. This issue is still in the ink pot....

Brangus 3/8th’s and its variations 
(Ultrablacks/Reds and 5/8’s) gives to 
the South American producer an unique 
opportunity to add performance and 
quality to our production. Despite the fact 
that farming and increasing population 
will keep putting pressure on the system, 
mobilizing cow herds into the 
outback, Brangus have become 
a technology, that if carefully 
used and selected, will be able 
to improve incomes for all South 
Americans.

The genetics that will survive in 
the future for us will come from 
genetic pools that outperform in 

adaptation, fertility, the “right kind” of growth, yield 
and carcass quality on year round grass management 
systems in tropical and subtropical regions.

For the end, I want to spend a few more phrases and 
thoughts on a topic that is the Achilles heel of the Breed. 
It’s an issue that we, breeders and field technicians, face 
on a regular basis working with beef cattle on this side of 
the Equator. It is consistency. The phenotype consistency 
(on each trait) explained by the genetic consistency is what 
matters. 

While working and covering many ranches and herds in the 
inside of South America, the common factor to see is an 
heterogenous mix of different breeds regularly in one same 
herd. It is known that our breed stands on two different gene 
pools and we have been trying to evolve selection through 
generations. The whole chain needs more phenotype 
consistency, which will deliver a homogeneous, high quality 
product. It wouldn’t be a great discovery to say that it is 
better to have 10 good bulls, steers, calves or replacement 
females out of the fewest amount of females as possible 
using AI or bulls (or both) as cheap and effective fertilization 
tools.

The fastest way for commercial producer to transform his 
herd into a Brangus herd is by absorption with Ultrablack/red 
and Brangus bulls. For a producer, it will be very convenient 
to add or improve traits included in his plan with bulls that 
deliver a consistent positive pack of genes into the herd

There are few programs in the world Brangus industry that 
are taking the lead regarding this issue and being success 
at doing it.

“I firmly believe that the future of genetics in the 
Brangus breed, used for crossing with commercial 
genetic mixed herds or used on commercial or 
registered Brangus herds, will be driven by gene 
pools that concentrate positive gene combinations and 
deliver consistently the same package of genes in to 
the herds for genetic improvement.”

ING. AGR. FEDERICO 
MAISONNAVE

Born in Montevideo, Uruguay in 
1979. He’s been always related to 
the ranching as a child, started 
a Brangus seedstock operation 
(family business) at the age of 18.
After running the family ranch for 
15 years he moved to Paraguay and 
settled with his Paraguayan wife.

Now a days operates his own cattle 
and beef production consulting 
company based in Asunción and 
consults for several ranches and 
investors in Paraguay and the US.
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• Poenskop

• Aanpasbaar in ‘n verskeidenheid van omgewings

• Lae geboorte gewig

• Medium raam koeie wat effektief is en ‘n koei-tot-kalf 

 speen  persentasie van 46% het, asook goeie moederlike 

 eienskappe en bo gemiddelde melk produksie

• Bo gemiddelde speen gewigte en goeie voeromset  

 verhoudings

• Uitstekende vleiskwaliteite (vleissagtheid, oogspier en  

 uitslag persentasie)

• Rustige temperament

• Polled

• Adaptable under a wide range of conditions

• Low birth weights

• Medium frame cows that are efficient and wean more 

 than  46% of their body weight, have good mothering 

 ability and above average milk production

• Above average weaning weights and good feed 

 conversion  ratios

• Excellent meat quality (tenderness, eye muscle and  

 slaughter percentage)

• Docile breed

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN BRANGUS:

REPRODUCTION REQUIREMENTS (ALL ANIMALS BORN AFTER 2003)
FEMALES
• Heifers must calve before 41 months

• First calf cows must calve again within 18 months and every 14 months thereafter

BULLS
• Minimum Scrotal circumference

WEIGHT  TESTES 
  SIZE

251 - 300 kg 24 cm
301 - 350 kg  26 cm
351 - 400 kg  29 cm
401 - 450 kg  31 cm
451 - 500 kg  32 cm
501 - 550 kg  33 cm
551 - 600 kg  34 cm
601 - 650 kg  35 cm

651 - 700 kg  36 cm

AGE  TESTES
   SIZE

14 months  30 cm
18 months  32 cm
24 months  34 cm
30 months  36 cm
36 months  38 cm

BRANGUS BREEDING GOALS 
AND CHARACTERISTICS 

‘n Ras sonder teeldoelwitte is rigtingloos en verlore. Hierdie is ‘n goed gebalanseerde kombinasie van funksionele eienskappe 

en teelwaardes van ekonomiese belangrike eienskappe wat gebaseer is op:

• Behoeftes van die kommersiële vleisbeesboer

• Die bestaande rasstandaarde

• Om die goeie eienskappe waarvoor die Brangus bekend  

 is verder uit te bou en om enige negatiewe eienskappe  

 aan te spreek

• Requirements of commercial beef cattle producers

• The breed standards

• To further improve the positive traits the Brangus is 

 already known for and to address any negative traits

The Brangus is a composite breed, originally composed of 3/8’s Brahman and 5/8’s Angus. As the 
Brahman component of the breed already contains valuable adaption and resistance characteristics 
for survival, it is crucial to preserve these good qualities with the high fertility, natural polledness 
and top meat quality components that the Angus breed contribute. 
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VISUAL CLASSIFICATION

1. COLOUR
Red; Black; Brindle; Two colour; Grey 

2. HORNS
Polled = P; Scurs = S; Horns = H

3. CONFORMATION OF LEGS

• Front legs

• Rear legs (side view)

• Rear legs (hind view)

4. FRONT AND HIND FEET ANGLES

5. FRONT AND HIND FEED CLAW SET

1 3 5 7 9

1 3 5 5 7 9

1 2 3 5 7 8

Bandy
Bakbenig

Correct
Korrek

Knock kneed
X-benig

1 3 5 7 9
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6. SHEATH / NAVEL              7. SHEATH OPENING

SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT
Bull – ox type, no neck development, undersized testicles, not heavy in fore quarter, no darkening of fore quarter
Female – small external opening, heavy in fore quarter, no udder development

Bull – Little development of testicles and neck, slight darkening of fore quarter, slightly heavier in fore quarter
Female – Little development of external / sexual organs, slight neck development, wedge not pronounced

Bull – Developed testicles, neck muscled, darkening of fore quarter, developed fore quarter
Female – Developed external opening, fine neck, pronounced wedge shape, feminine

Bull – Well developed testicles, neck muscles, darkening of fore quarter, heavier in fore quarter
Female – Well developed external organs, fine neck pronounced wedge shape, feminine

Bull – Very well developed testicles, neck muscles, very heavy fore quarter, darkening of fore quarters

Female – Very well developed external organs and udder, very fine neck, pronounced wedge shape, very feminine

MUSCLING

Unacceptable
Onaanvaarbaar

Marginal
Marginaal

Acceptable
Aanvaarbaar

Optimum

Extremely Clean 
Uitermatig skoon

1. Sheath opening shows no skin folds, opening is always 

 open, pronounced prolaps constantly hangs out ± 15cm.

3. Sheaths opening shows skin folds, opening is not fully 

 closed, prolaps of less than 10cm can hang out but the 

 animal must be able to retract it completely.

5. Sheath opening shows distinct skin folds, opening is 

 tightly closed, prolaps of less than 5cm can hang out 

 but the animal must be able to retract it completely.

7. Sheath opening shows distinct skin folds, opening is 

 tightly closed, prolaps of less that 2cm can hang out 

 but the animal must be able to retract it completely.

9. Sheath opening shows distinct skin folds, opening is 

 tightly closed, no prolaps visible.

A. Very Heavy Muscling

• Extremely thick 
through stifle area

• Muscle seams or 
grooves between 
muscles are evident

• ‘Apple bummed’ - 
when viewed from 
the side, hindquarters 
bulge like an apple

B. Heavy Muscling

• Thick stifle
• Rounded thigh 

viewed from behind
• Some convexity in 

hindquarter from 
side view

• Flat & wide over top 
line - muscle is at 
the same height as 
backbone

C. Medium Muscling

• Flat down thigh 
when viewed from 
behind

• Flat, tending to 
angular over top line

D. Moderate Muscling

• Narrow stance
• Flat to convex down 

the thigh
• Thin through stifle

D. Light Muscling

• Dairy type - very 
angular

• Sharp “tent topped” 
over the top line

• Virtually no 
thickness through 
stifle at all

• Stands with feet 
together, concave 
thigh
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FRAME SIZE

BRANGUS BREEDING VALUES AND LINEAR SCORE GOALS
 Birth 200-Day 600-Day MCW Milk  Scrotal Docility Sheath Sheath Rear leg
 Weight Weight Weight  (kg) (kg) size (score) length opening side view
 (kg) (kg) (kg)   (cm)  (score) (score) (score)

Top Value -3.9  +29.1 +58.8 +65.9 +12.6 +3.4

Top 1  -1.8  +22  +41  +49  +6  +1.1

Top 5 -0.6  +18  +35  +41  +5  +0.8

Top 10  -0.1  +17  +32  +36  +5  +0.6  9  9 9

Top 20  +0.4  +15  +29  +32  +4  +0.5   8 8  8

Top 30  +0.8  +13  +26  +29  +3  +0.4  5  7  7  7

Top 40  +1.0  +12  +25  +26  +3  +0.3  4  6  6  6

Top 50  +1.3  +11  +23  +24  +2  +0.2  3  5  5  5

Top 60  +1.5 +11  +21  +22  +2  +0.2  2  4  4  4

Top 70  +1.8  +10  +20  +19  +1  +0.1  1  3  3 3

Top 80  +2.1  +8  +17  +16  +1  0.0   2  2  2

Top 90  +2.7  +6  +14  +11  0.0  -0.2   1  1  1

Top 95  +3.2  +5  +11  +6  -1  -0.3

Top 99  +4.4  +1  +5  -2  -3  -0.6

Bottom value +5.9  -6.3  -16.2  -29.7  -12.6  -2.8

The recommended ideal EBVs and linear scores for the Brangus of tomorrow. Use the online mating predictor to plan your 
EBVs.

DOCILITY
1. Docile
Mild disposition, gentle and easily handled, stands and moves slowly during handling, undisturbed, settled, somewhat dull, 
does not pull on neck clamp when in crush, exits crush calmly.

2. Restless
Quieter than average but slightly restless, may be stubborn during handling, may try to back out of crush, pulls back on neck 
clamp, some flicking of tail, exits crush promptly. 

3. Nervous
Typical temperament, manageable but nervous and impatient, a moderate amount of struggling, movement and tail flicking, 
repeated pushing and pulling on head gate, exits crush briskly.

4. Temperamental/Wild/Flighty
Jumpy and out of control, quivers and struggles violently, may bellow and froth at mouth, continuous tail flicking, defecates 
and urinates during handling, frantically runs fence line andmay jump when penned individually, exhibits long flight distance 
and exits crush wildly.

5. Aggressive
May be similar to score 4 but with added aggressive behaviour, fearful, extreme agitation, continuous movement which may 
include jumping and bellowing while in crush, exits crush frantically and may exhibit attack behaviour when handled alone. 
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• Strong muscular head with lively eyes, strongly developed eyebrows to protect 

 the eyes and a broad back.

• Darker and coarsely textured hair in the head and neck region compared to the 

 rest of the body indicate a well-developed libido (Secondary sex characteristics).

• Strong male body profile that is well-balanced between the fore- and 

 hindquarter. The forequarter must be deeper and broader than the hindquarter 

 (Wedge form).

• Clearly defined muscling that ensures the animal stand with its legs parallel 

 and wide apart. Good muscling, especially in the thighs and shanks. The 

 thickness of muscle on the upper forearm is the most important indicator of the 

 extent of an animal’s muscle cover over its entire body.

• Firm centre piece with long, curved ribs giving well-sprung ribs, resulting in an 

 animal with considerable capacity and good muscle attachment that keeps the 

 shoulder blades and shoulders in position.

• Excessive localized fat deposits in the dewlap, brisket, tailsetting, flanks and 

 scrotum is undesirable. Excessive fat deposition in the scrotum has a negative 

 impact on the bull’s fertility. Over fat bulls are unfit to work properly under 

 extensive veld conditions. 

• Testicles must be well developed, of equal size, firm and correctly placed. A 

 twisted scrotum or a scrotum which is drawn backwards is undesirable. A 

 normal sheath with a small sheath opening pointing forward is ideal. Bulls with 

 loose hanging sheaths and large sheath openings are prone to injury. 

• Strong and firm bone development, not too fine or too coarse. Pointed, 

 outswinging shoulders or bulls which are too prominent in the shoulder is 

 undesirable. Legs and hooves must be well-placed with strong and healthy 

 claws. A bull must be able to walk comfortably, freely and rhythmic with long 

 springy steps. 

• Short, smooth and shiny hair coat with a good pigmented and movable hide.  

• Alert but calm temperament.

CHARACTERISTICS OF A FUNCTIONALLY 
SOUND BRANGUS BREEDING  BULL
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• The breadth and length of the face must indicate a soft feminine expression 

 and character. Reasonably developed eyebrows, strong broad mouth and a 

 strong nasal bone are required. Calm but alert eyes with a soft expression.

• The ideal female neck will be fine, with fine skin folds and slender. The skin 

 must be supple and pliant, with soft, fine wrinkles on either side of the neck. The 

 hair covering, is fine and velvety to touch. Little or no hump development.

• Femininity is accentuated by the presence of the typical wedge shape. The 

 hindquarter must be deeper and broader than the forequarter. 

• In the female a balance must be struck between muscling and femininity. 

 Muscling on the back, loin and hindquarter must be smooth and reasonably 

 full. Heavy muscling on the back, inner and outer thighs must be guarded  

 against. It should be remembered that cows in production do not show much 

 visible muscling. 

• Firm centre piece with long, curved ribs giving well-sprung ribs, resulting in an 

 animal with considerable capacity and good muscle attachment that keeps the 

 shoulder blades and shoulders in position.

• Excessive localized fat deposits in the dewlap, brisket, hips, and around the tail 

 head is undesirable. 

• External genital organs must be reasonably large, well-developed and correctly 

 placed. Coarse hair on the vulva and/or udder is undesirable. 

• Neatly shaped udder with four uniform, well-shaped and evenly placed teats. 

 Firmly attached udder at the front, rear and sides. Small navel skin in the middle 

 of the centre piece. Large and balloon teats and udder hanging below the hock 

 is undesirable.

• Strong and firm bone development, not too fine or too coarse. Pointed, 

 outswinging shoulders or shoulder points which are too prominent is 

 undesirable. Legs and hooves must be well-placed with strong and healthy 

 claws. A cow must be able to walk comfortably, freely and rhythmic with long 

 springy steps. 

• Short, smooth and shiny hair coat with a good pigmented and movable hide.  

• Alert but calm temperament.

CHARACTERISTICS OF A FUNCTIONALLY 
SOUND BRANGUS BREEDING  COW
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BRANGUS
Must be polled - can have scurs, be brindle and have white in front of the navel

Commercial Angus cow Brahman Angus crossesOR

A P P E N D I X  A

Animals must be polled and typical Brangus - no scurs, brindle and white in front of the navel allowed

Appendix B cow x Appendix B, C, SP bull Appendix C cow x Appendix B bullOR

A P P E N D I X  C

S T U D  B O O K  P R O P E R  ( S P )

Must be polled and typical Brangus - can have scurs, be brindle and have white in front of the navel

A P P E N D I X  B
Brahman Angus crosses that 

are typical Brangus (small, 
short, broad head, polled, 

smooth coat, medium frame). 
Can have scurs, be brindle and 

have white in front of the navel.

Appendix A cow x Appendix B, C or 
SP bull (always moves up one from 

lowest grading)

Registered Angus femaleOR OR

SP cow x SP bullAppendix C cow x Appendix C or SP bull

Animals must be polled and typical Brangus - no scurs, brindle and white in front of the navel allowed

SP cow x Appendix C bullOR OR
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THE DISADVANTAGES OF INBREEDING
Although inbreeding is a useful tool in the 

stud industry to define a breed and fix specific 

desirable genes, it is also known to increase 

uniformity (homozygosity). This increase in 

uniformity often leads to the expression of 

recessive (and often deleterious) genes, resulting 

in decreased productivity and particularly 

affecting reproduction.

ORIGINAL UPGRADING SYSTEM
• Brahman cow X Angus bull = 50:50 Brahman-

 Angus crosses

• 50:50 Brahman-Angus crossed females X 

 Polled Red Brahman bull = ¾ Brahman ¼ 

 Angus

• ¾ Brahman ¼ Angus females X Angus bull = 

 3/8 Brahman 5/8 Angus (F1)

• For fixation of the gene combination 

 F1 X F1, F2, F3, F4, F5, F6 = F2

• F2 X F2, F3, F4, F5, F6 = F3

• F3 X F3, F4, F5, F6 = F4

• F4 X F4, F5, F6 = F5

• F5 X F5, F6  = F6

UPGRADING SYSTEM
The breed has an open studbook policy 

which allows Brangus-type animals 
to be inspected and registered as 

Appendix A or B animals if they comply 
with the breed standards. Brangus semen 
and embryos have also been imported on 
a regular basis since the establishment of 
the South African Brangus Cattle Breeders 
Society. This allows for a consistent 
introduction of new genetic material into 
the local population, increasing genetic 
variability and preventing severe inbreeding 
depression. An inbreeding coefficient of 
6.25% and above is generally accepted as 
being significantly inbred and inbreeding 
depression will start to negatively influence 
these animals. The average inbreeding 
coefficient in the Brangus breed was 1.39% 
in 2008, which is low when compared to 
some other South African beef cattle breeds. 

A typical Brangus has a short, broad head and a smooth coat; is polled and medium-framed. 
Brangus animals are black or red.

BRANGUS
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PRE-REQUISITES FOR BRAHMAN BULLS:
• Registered as studbook proper (full 5 generation pedigree) with the Brahman Association

• Bulls must have a red coat colour and be polled

• Performance for birth weight and milk (EBVs) must be on or above average

• If performance is below average the accuracies for birth weight and milk EBVs must be 95% or higher, therefore 

 bulls must be Proven bulls 

• Sheath score should be higher than 4

• DNA must be tested for Pompe’s disease, CMS, AM, double muscling and 54k SNP analysis

PRE-REQUISITES FOR ANGUS BULLS:
• Registered as studbook proper (full 5 generation pedigree) with the Angus Association

• Bulls must be trait leaders (top 1%) in any 4 of the following traits listed:

 - Reproduction (Days to calving)

 - Birth weight

 - Weaning weight

 - Mature cow weight

 - Milk

 - Eye muscle area

 - Meat tenderness

• Bulls must have accuracies of above 95% for the 

 four traits (Proven bulls)

• DNA must be tested for coat colour and Genestar

UPGRADE YOUR 
COMMERCIAL HERD 
TO A BRANGUS STUD 
HERD BASIC SECTION:

Females of any breed may be 

recorded in the Basic Section.

APPENDIX A:
The following animals which comply with the 

breed standards and in respect of which all other 

registration requirements have been met shall be eligible 

for registration as Appendix A animals:

• Registered Brahman females (can have horns)

• Non-registered Angus females

• The female progeny of commercial or Basic females mated to 

 Appendix B, C or Stud Book Proper sires. Such animals must be of 

 Brangus type, naturally polled (scurs are acceptable) and exhibit no white 

 above the underline or on the head (white on the underline is allowed). 

 Multiple sire matings are permissible.




